June 20, 2017
ADVOCATE’S FEE AGREEMENT

 Advocate Dr. Susan Burnett, Advocate, shall provide special education services to Clients, _________________________________on the terms set forth below.

 
This agreement will not take effect, and Advocate will have no obligation to provide

Special Education Services, until Client returns a signed copy of this Agreement.  

Client hereby retains Advocate to represent Client with respect to special education matters for ____________________. Advocate will provide those special education services reasonably required to represent Client with respect to the above matter.  Advocate will take reasonable steps to keep Client informed of the progress and to respond to Client's inquires.  

Client agrees to be truthful and cooperative with Advocate, to keep Advocate informed of developments relevant to this representation, not sign documents without prior notice to Advocate, to abide by this Agreement, and to pay any bills incurred in furtherance of this representation with 15-days of receiving the billing statement.
Client agrees to pay a one-time fee of $500 to Advocate as a retainer upon signing this agreement. Client agrees to pay Advocate for all such services at the rate of $180.00 per hour. Additionally, upon execution of the agreement, Client will provide a credit card for their account as a secondary form of payment. 
Advocate will incur various costs and expenses in performing special education advocacy services under this Agreement. Client agrees to pay for those costs and expenses in addition to the fees. The costs and expenses commonly include photocopying (rate of $0.10 per page), long distance telephone calls, e-mail correspondences, delivery fees, postage, travel expenses (rate of $180 per hour), and other reproduction costs. 

Advocate will send Client statements for fees and costs incurred.  Payment on each statement for any sums then outstanding will be due within 15 days of its receipt.  When Advocate's services conclude, all unpaid charges will immediately become due and payable unless other arrangements have been agreed upon. Any objection to any billing must be brought to the attention of Dr. Burnett’s office within Ten (10) days of receipt of the invoice. The Client agrees that, should they not pay any invoice statement within Fifteen (15) days of the delivery of that statement to the Clients via email, the credit card on file will be charged. Should either party file an action to enforce this agreement, the prevailing party in such an action shall be entitled to payment of his reasonable attorney's fees.
Client may discharge Advocate at any time.  Advocate may withdraw with Client's consent or for good cause.  Good cause includes Client's breach of this Agreement, Client's refusal to cooperate with Advocate or to follow Advocate's advice on a material matter, or any fact or circumstance that would render Advocate's continuing representation unlawful or unethical.

Nothing in this Agreement or Advocate's billing statements to Client is, or shall be construed as, a promise or guarantee about the outcome of Client's matter.  Advocate makes no such promises or guarantees.  Any and all of Advocate's comments about the outcome of Client's matter are expressions of opinion only.  Advocate also makes no promise or guarantee as to the exact amount of fees or costs Client may ultimately incur in the matter referenced herein.  

All questions with respect to the construction or interpretation of this Agreement and/or the rights and liabilities of the parties hereto shall be governed by the laws of the State of California, with venue proper only in the County of Orange, California.

The provisions of this Agreement shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the successors, assigns, heirs, executors, and administrators of the respective parties hereto, including without limitation, any partnerships, corporations or other entities in which the parties hereto may have a controlling interest or position.

I have executed this letter as a contract for IEP representation. As to each signatory to this Agreement:  

Sincerely,

Susan Burnett, Ph.D.

Client
I have read and understood the foregoing terms and agree to them, as of the date Dr. Susan Burnett first provided services related to the matter reference herein.  I have the authority to enter into this Agreement and bind the parties hereto. I agree, if more than one party signs below, that we are each to be liable, jointly and severally, for all obligations under this Agreement.

By:__________________________

Date:___________________________

By:__________________________

Date:___________________________
